Dear Council President Ervin and Members of the County Council[or direct to your local representative]:
On behalf of [insert name of organization] and the Montgomery Coalition for Adult English Literacy, thank you for your continued support for adult English literacy programs in our community.  We are grateful for your recognition of this important and growing need, which is only further highlighted by the recent demographic changes in Montgomery County.  
As you may be aware, today in Montgomery County, one in seven residents (more than 130,000 individuals) are potentially isolated by the inability to speak, read and write the English language. For these residents, the opportunity to learn English and develop critical literacy skills offers the promise of greater economic opportunity.  English literacy also enables adults to gain the knowledge and confidence to navigate school and health systems; participate in civic life; and contribute more fully to the community as a whole.  
Furthermore, investments in adult education are essential to our economic recovery and can yield excellent returns. According to the State, every dollar invested in adult education yields a return of $3.15 to Maryland’s economy. 
I appreciate your continued prioritization of services for our county’s most vulnerable residents and want to underscore how essential English literacy classes are as both the gateway to and the exit ramp from our social safety net. The gateway, because English classes are in many cases the first and only place that isolated and economically vulnerable adults gain access to the safety net and the knowledge to navigate social services. The exit ramp, because English language and literacy skills place adults on a pathway toward reduced dependency on social services and toward obtaining family-sustaining wages.
Now is the time when services are most needed to help vulnerable and isolated families achieve self-sufficiency and better integrate into the community.  Already, more than 2,000 adults are on waiting lists to take English classes.  Many more are discouraged by long waits, or unaware of services.  
 
As a [volunteer,board member, staff member at X organization], I have the opportunity to experience each day the critical impact that English literacy classes have on vulnerable and isolated adults in our community, helping them to reach their full potential and contribute back to the community. Thank you for continuing to invest in the skills of all County residents, so that our Montgomery County can remain a vibrant and thriving community.  We greatly appreciate your support.

Sincerely,

[your name]
